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and Kihei, Pukalani Highway, Mokulele Highway,
Hansen Road and Haleakala Highway to alleviate
growing traffic concerns. I wanted to -- that --
that position of the Kula Association on the record.

VICE~CHAIR TAVARES: Okay. Thank you.

CHAIR MOLINA: Thank you, Member Tavares.

Any other questions or comments for Mr.
Mayer. If not, at this point I know, Mr. Tahl, you
had a couple of things to say as the coauthor of
this resolution. I would like to give you an
opportunity to address the Committee.

MR. TAHL: Thank you very much, Council. I'm just --

VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: I'got to go, Mike.

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay. Thank you. And, Members, I do want
to let you know we are under some time constraints
today. We need to terminate by 12:00 because a
couple of members do have to leave for some other
commitments.

MR. TAHL: Thank you once again. I would like to direct
everybody's attention to -- Did everybody get my
handout?

?: Yes.

MR. TAHL: Okay. The very first paragraph, and I think
this is almost verbatim from the Hawaii Road Act of

1892, that -- when I say it here that the Trust --
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whichever road the Trust Territory or State chose
not to control went first to the County, then the
balance went to the DLNR or the Department of Land
and Natural Resources.

So you folks as far as the Kala Road
Sunnyside possible alignment for your ultimate Paia
bypass, you may want to contact the DLNR because
that may be where the actual title to that property
is held.

T'11 continue with where I started here, or I
stopped, Map 3 shows Maui's heiau sites, some of
which may be impacted.

Map 4 shows the proposed alignment from
Haliimaile Road to Kaonoulu Street as a black line.
And the black triangle and rectangle are the
proposed A&B projects mentioned in the attached Maui
News article dated August 12th, 1993. It is the
second highest in cost and provides pcoor military
and civil defense and appears to create greater peak
hour traffic problem in North Kihei.

It is safe to conclude that the planned
alignment is made strictly for urban sprawl. This
violates the Kula and Pukalani community plans. The
proposed $80 million price will open up 4 to 9,000

acres for urban sprawl. The taxpayer gets to
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subsidize most of Maui's largest landowners for
urban sprawl project for about 20,000 per acre.

I would like to correct that, if -- That's
using the $80 million published figure. If it's
closer to the 150, then obviously it would be closer
to 40,000 an acre for capital improvement made by
taxpayer to A&B's property.

The highway's EIS summarily dismisses or
ignores countless EIS testimonies that would force
the cancellation of the project 1f it were
adjudicated. So I suggest that you folks really
take a good hard look at that.

The Department of Transportation is not new
to malfeasance or incompetence game. Consider
Haleakala Highway three-lane widening. The
contractor allegedly offers the DOT a four-lane for
an extra $1 million. The DOT allegedly refuses and
waits ten years to spend $30 million more for the
extra lane. Or the Pukalani bypass remains without
traffic lights until fatality occur. Or the never
corrected Haliimaile Road no merge left turn. The
DOT's malfeasance has painted our legislators as
greedy tax and spend liberals who are bloating our
federal defense budget without -- with fraudulent

expenses during the time of war.
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Senator Inouye said when he secured the
defense funds for this project he did not want
another H-3. This is another H-3. Should Hawaii's
politicians be involved with a malfeasance scandal?
The current taxpayer subsidies to A&B to raise sugar
approximate 41 to $53 million per year. Or, excuse
me, I redone it, annual. Do the taxpayers also owe
A&B 20,000 or $40,000 acre subsidy to urbanize their
land?

Please sign the resolution we placed before
you today. Insist the DOT reprioritize their
efforts by first correcting the truly urgent
Ma'alaea to Lahaina traffic problem before building
any additional Upcountry corridor for massive urban
sprawl. And use the 4.6 million in federal defense
funds to design a smarter road alignment to really
address military and civil defense.

By signing this resolution you elected
leaders disassociate yourselves from the DOT
malfeasance and -- to enable and encourage Governor
Lingle and Senator Inouye to join you to insist upon
proper use of federal defense funds.

Thank you.

CHAIR MOLINA: Thank you, Mr. Tahl.

Committee Members, any questions for Mr.
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MR.

Tahl, one of the authors of the resolution? Okay.
Seeing none, Members, I want to thank you, Mr. Tahl
and Mr. Mayer, for your --

TAHL: Right.

CHAIR MOLINA: -- bringing this matter to the attention of

MR.

the Committee.

The Chair has one question for the Department
of Public Works 'cause, Mr. Yamashita, I don't know
if you can answer for Mr. Arakawa or Mr.
Coloma-Agaran, but has this proposal been brought to
your attention and do you know 1f this has been
given any type of consideration? And if this
resolution were considered and supported by the
Council, what type of issues are we looking at?

YAMASHITA: All we did was to investigate ownership of
a couple of roads, plantation roads, and basically
is the same situation as Sunny -- Sunnyside and
Kala. And that's all that I'm familiar with as far

as our —-- our involvement.

CHAIR MOLINA: I see. Okay. It's unfortunate we don't

have our directors here, they could have added some
other thoughts into this matter as well.

Member Johnson.

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: I think he was talking about the

previous project. You were talking about Paia Mini
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Bypass or were --

MR. YAMASHITA: Yes. And we did receive a request to
evaluate some roadways -- well, plantation roads
such as Keahua Road, Village Road, and Spanish Road.
That's in conjunction with that Upcountry matter.

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Okay. So that would be in
conjunction with the one that we're talking about
right now?

MR. YAMASHITA: Yes.

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON:  All right. Because you had
confused me for a moment.

MR. YAMASHITA: Yeah.

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Thank you.

CHAIR MOLINA: Thank you, Member Johnson.

Any other comments or guestions for the
Department before the Chair gives his recommendation
and comments on this matter? Member Tavares.

VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: Are we going to get to comment before
you give your comments?

CHAIR MOLINA: Of course.

VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: I don't have any questions of the
Department, but I do have comments about the topic,
so it can wait.

CHAIR MOLINA: ©0Oh, okay. You can go ahead and comment.

I'1ll save my thoughts for last.

RALPH ROSENBERG COURT REPORTERS, INC.
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VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: Oh, okay. If there's no other
questions for the Department --
CHAIR MOLINA: Yeah. I don't see anybody.
VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: I have no questions for the
Department.
I think that I want to thank everybody for

coming out and being as passionate as they were or

are about this particular -- this part of the
subject. 2And I'm talking about the -- the
resolution that's before us today. I am concerned

that we do have a process set up for getting input
from the public. The DOT has gone through this
process. And if we are serious about putting out --
putting forward a different alignment for this road,
a different terminus for the road or any one of the
termini, a different one, then we need to go through
the process ourselves of having public hearings in
all the districts that are going to be affected and
impacted by any changes of this highway.

And, yes, maybe there are extenuating
circumstances or new circumstances that would
motivate us to do something like that as is pointed
out the four lanes on Mokulele, the improvements to
Hansen Road, the improvements to Haleakala Highway,

all of those may have bearing. I thought I heard
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that when they were having the meetings, DOT was
having the meetings they did announce that those
improvements were on the books already, so I don't
think it was done in a vacuum.

However, if times have changed, let's look at
that. If this Committee feels that and you, Mr.
Chairman, feel that this is an item important enough
for us to bring to the attention of the DOT, then I
believe we should do it by having meetings in the
Upcountry area. And that includes Kula, Paia, Haiku
and Kihei for sure, because this -- this bypass or
this Upcountry connection to Kihel not only serves
Upcountry and Haleakala, it also serves -- can serve
Haiku and Paia and Kokomo and any points in East
Maui. It is not just about two communities. It's
many more communities involved. And they all need
the opportunity to also share their views with us
and with the DOT if we are going to approach this
subject.

Basically‘l think it would be a bad practice
for us to take this kind of route. I believe that
before or in the past when we have adopted
resolutions to urge a State Department or the State
to do anything or not to do anything, we really have

spent a lot of time talking about the issue before
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we pass those resolutions. I remember we have
passed several in the past. I think that for us to
pass this today or even at any time without us going
over into all of these communities and getting the
input would be a real disservice to our community.

And while the topic has merit, I don't
believe we should also be saying we should sacrifice
this road for another road. Lahaina and West Maui,
I mean, the Mayor -- or the Governor and the Mayor
both have put it as the number one priority, so that
I think West Maui is getting its attention.

I do not want to see us get into a point when
anything comes up, it's a matter of we're going to
give in because this is a higher priority. We have
to balance those out. And it's -- Actually, it's
not we that have to balance it out, it's the State
has to balance that. We can have input into what
that is and hopefully our input with the State DOT
is going to have a great deal of weight.

Mr. Chairman, I would have no objection to

your scheduling hearings in all of these districts

if we are going to look at
reopen the Upcountry Kihei
itself. 1If you wish to do

happy to participate. But

petitioning the State to
alignment and the road
that, I would be very

at this point, Mr.
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Chairman, I cannot support the resolution that's on
the floor out of respect for -- for everyone. Mr.
Mayer has been very passionate about it, there are
several other individuals have been, but we do have
to hear from more than just a few people in one
community about this particular issue.

Thank you.

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay. Thank you, Member Tavares.

Committee Members, any other comments on this

matter? Member Johnson.

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: I want to thank Dick, also, for

thinking of Lahaina because I know that this is
something that if it were possible, great,
wonderful. But I really think that the community of
Lahaina, when I visited with several people, they
had not heard about the particular resolution or the
proposal, but the comment was initially the same
comment that I had made and it was in support of,
well, I thought that that money was totally
earmarked in regard to the defense relationship
between the high performance computing center and
Haleakala. And that was always everyone's
impression that that could not be reallocated and
that it was something very specific that was tied to

that. 2And I went to a number of meetings on that
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initial introduction of that so that's always been
my impression.

I think that also when any legislators go to
the lengths that have been gone to for a number of
issues, they've made cases for the specific use of
those funds and they've tied them in and they sold
their fellow legislators on a concept or an idea.
And that's a thing that I think would be difficult
at this point to substitute because that dialogue or
that conversation has not gone on.

I think if we want to separately lobby for
our own funds in West Maui or if Senator Inouye
would be made aware of the concerns and also I know
that Ed Case has also offered any assistance that he
can towards lobbying for funds for our relocation of
Honoapiilani Highway. I think it takes on a
different tone where it's not robbing Peter to pay
Paul. And I always have a problem with that because
people have counted on certain things for a long
time. |

I know how I felt when we had lobbied really
hard in the community for saving acreage at North
Beach and then it went for something totally
different in a tbtally different community. And

while it had merit and it was wonderful, it still
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bothered me because I know that's what our community
lobbied for.

So I respect what Mr. Mayer is trying to do
and I thank him for really thinking of the
community, but I think that there is -- as
Councilmember Tavares pointed out, there's a process
and it's inclusive of being driven by the community
that's affected. And in the same way that the
community has lobbied and attended all these
meetings with regard to is this connector road
connecting Kihei with Upcountry, I also think that
West Maui, vyou know, has not had this conversation,
either.

So I always respect what the community wants
and if they were pushing, believe me, I might adopt
a different attitude. But I think they understand
that one thing should not be at the expense of
another. And I just would like those conversations
to occur before we move forward with any kind of
initiatives.

Thank you.

CHAIR MOLINA: Thank you, Member Johnson.

Mr. Hokama.

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Thank you, Chairman. I just would

share some more general comments for the Committee
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as a sitting member of our National Association of
Counties Steering Transportation Committee that I
have the honor of representing Mauli on. Be aware,
members, for our community that, you know, Congress
basically has till the end of this month to finalize
federal legislation on whether or not TEA-21 funds
will continue to go as is. And, of course, the
House and Senate on Capitol Hill have their
differences of opinion of the amount of dollars as
well as differences of opinion of -- from the White
House.

Should legislation not be adopted by the end
of this month and, you know, it looks like it may
not, it puts a lot of situations in limbo, Mr.
Chairman. Okay. We already know that Chairman
Young in the House has his own ideas. We do know
that the donor states of New York, Florida, Texas,
California, and élso now Arizona is demanding more
of their federal dollars that would lessen the
opportunity of states like Hawaiil as a receiver
state to get future federal funds for worthy
projects that we have particularly in Maui County.

And normally, you know, the federal
government looks at projects that are ready to

begin. And while West Maui is a priority for all of
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us, 1t is not near any stage of consideration
besides planning and design, you know. We as a
County are looking at a $4 million investment
shortly to secure 100 plus acres, I believe, of
Ukumehame oceanfront property that is part of a
phase of a multiple phase project, but I cannot see
us transferring the Upcountry highway funds to the
West Maul project at this time, Chairman. And
neither if we do not use it for the Upcountry
highway i1s there any guarantee that those federal
funds will remain for a Maul project? And those are
the realities of using those federal dollars because
they might go to Big Island, it might leave the
State of Hawaii, we're not sure yet.

But I can‘tell you that Congress is going to
have -- make some hard decisions shortly, whether it
be the end of this month or in the new Congress.

And we need to be vigilant as a County because it
will make a difference for our projects. And I just
share that depending upon the outcome of the
November elections, we need to be aware with
Secretary Mineta's positions on federal highway
programs that Maui will have an impact.

And I just thank you for letting me share

that comments.
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CHAIR MOLINA: Thank you, Member Hokama, for that national

perspective.

Any other comments from the other members of
the Committee? Okay. Thank you very much, Members.
I want to again thank you all for participating.

Thank you, Mr. Mayer, and Mr. Tahl, for at
least bringing this item up for discussion before
the Committee.

This resolution has some significance in that
it would impact several communities. We can look at
it by region, South Maui versus Upcountry, but when
you break things down, you're looking at a
resolution that will impact the communities of
Makawao, Pukalani, Kula, Haliimaile, just to name a
few, as well as Kihei, Makena, Wailea.

Now we've heard today from some of the
Committee Members that more input might be
considered advisable before even considering any
type of action on this resolution, and I agree. We
did receive a fax from, for example, the Kula
Community Association President, Carolyn Mossman,
who mentioned in her letter, I believe it should be
in your binder, that the association would like to,
I guess, spend a little more time and discuss this

matter as it relates to the position of this
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community association. We did hear from Mr. Rixey
from the Kihei Community Association. And that's
what this whole process 1is about, is getting input
from everybody before any type of action is taken by
this legislative body.

Member Tavares did mention something to the
effect of community hearings. As far as from my
perspective, I will on my own Jjust go monitor
members of the affected communities on my own and
see if they want to have this type of discussion
occur and if this is something out there in terms of
all the communities wanting to make a change on this
Kihei to Upcountry highway.

Now, the ball has been rolling on this
project for several years now, slow, but it's been
rolling. And the Chair has some concerns as to what
would happen if we were to stop the ball rolling on
this project and future considerations for Maui
County in terms of federal dollars. So I think
that's an item worthy of discussion and I would hate
to see any negative ramifications occur from
something like this although it is very well
meaning.

So at this point this and as well as the Paila

Mini Bypass discussion we can all -- people have
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been saying we want solutions now, well, every case
is different. I think this Committee has looked at
trying to solve, for example, the Paia traffic
situation with an interim solution. The options
that are available to us as the permanent bypass as
well as the proposal for the Kala/Sunnyside Road.
They're both costly and they're both time consuming.
And we have to ask ourselves, is this what the
community wants?

For me, as your Chair, I have heard from the
community that we want something now, anything, so
I'11l just leave it at that as it relates to this
subject.

Kihei to Upcountry, in my opinion, the ball
has been rolling on this project, a very costly one,
but I think it will have more benefits than
negatives to the community. So I would hate to see
anything that would jeopardize Maui's positioning
for federal funds in the future as it relates to
roadways. And as our County continues to grow, we
need to be very mindful of the fact that more and
more traffic issues will pop up on the horizon. So
we've got some major challenges ahead as the years
go by.

So I'1ll take into consideration all the

RALPH ROSENBERG COURT REPORTERS, INC.
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in the Committee report. And being that this item,
the resolution, 1is not an official County
Communication, we will not file it. It will Jjust be
left in Committee. And at the discretion of your
Chair it may be brought up again in the future.

But, agaiﬁ, for me, I will on my own just try
and get a pulse feel from the rest of the affected
communities as to how they feel about this, if
public hearings are warranted to change this
proposal to the Kihei-Upcountry Highway and divert
the federal funds towards a West Maui solution. But
we have heard that the State is working on it, our
Administration as well as our Governor are looking
at a pro-rating funding for West Maui.

So if there are no objections -- Okay. Prior

to my final recommendation, Member Tavares.

VICE~CHAIR TAVARES: Yeah, Mr. Chairman. When I was

talking about taking up hearing or having hearings
in the various districts, that was specifically
about the Kihei-Upcountry road, not in conjunction
with the money going to Lahaina. It was a separate
kind of a hearing. Because if there are changes
that should be considered or made, then we need to

start that ball rolling because I know the State is
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proceeding with some at least in the preliminary

part of the development. Thank you.

CHAIR MOLINA: Thank you, Member Tavares. And I think at

a later time I can get comments from Mr. Cajigal
from the State Director of Transportation.

Member Kane.

COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Thank you, Chair. And just real

briefly, I think the discussion with respects to
Maui's traffic situation, the PWT-1 heading, is
going to be a major component in the upcoming
discussions which will be engaging many of our
citizens in the ﬁpcoming revision of the General
Plan. And it's going to be a major component. And
obviously through testimony today and previous
meetings and discussions of all the changes that are
occurring, it's going to be a very, I think,
enlightening process that this County is going to go
through. And not only us, but more importantly it's
going to be the citizens who are going to be engaged
in the beginning and setting the parameters for
those revisions.

So I just wanted to state that, that I think
so we can be an effective body that we recognize
that our role will be at some point in that process

and it's more towards the tail end once we get all
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of the interactions from outside and then work our
way into a final decision on a revised General Plan
that's going to be upcoming. So I just wanted to
share that comment, Chair. And I think this is a
very important issue.

I know there's a lot of people out there who
want things now, but we need to be mindful and
cognizant of consequences of actions being done now
without the full deliberate -- deliberative process
and the due diligence that goes along with it. And
I think just the presentation this morning I think
pointed to the things that we faced if we went ahead
and did things now. We'd face some unintended --
and obviously, you know, folks wouldn't want certain
things to happen, but maybe they weren't aware of
them or they may be ignoring them. Nevertheless,
it's real important that we stay diligent to a
deliberative process. And I think the upcoming
General Plan process is going to be a great one for

all of us. So thank you, Chair.

CHAIR MOLINA: OQOkay. Thank you, Member Kane.

Any other final thoughts? With that being
said, I think you hit on a key point, Mr. Kane.
It's all about process and sometimes it does take

time, but we want to ensure that good legislation
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occurs because of a process, a sound one.
So with that being said, the Chair will, with
no objections, will defer Item 1.
COUNCIL MEMBERS: No objections.
CHAIR MOLINA: Okay. Thank you very much.
It is just after 12 o'clock. This Public
Works and Traffic Committee meeting for September
16th is now adjourned. (Gavel.)

ADJOURN: 12:04 p.m.
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